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long afflicted by the spiritual successes of the Turks
in his land and foreseeing the apostasy of his people
from the faith, bade the assembled tribes at once fix
a clay for the massacre of every Turk throughout the
country.    At this demand, most of the leaders were
silent; the five brothers Martinovic alone offered to
carry out the plot.    Christinas live was chosen as the
night of the massacre, in memory of the victims
who fell at Kossovo.    The fatal evening arrived : the
brothers Martinovic lighted their holy tapers, prayed
with fervour to the new-born God, drank each a cup
of wine to  the glory of Christ, and, seizing their
consecrated clubs, rushed off through the darkness.
Wherever a Turk was to be found, the five avengers
appeared; all who refused baptism were massacred
without pity;  those who embraced the cross were
presented as brothers to the  Vladika.    The people,
assembled at Cetinje, greeted the dawn of Christmas
with songs of gladness; for the first time since the
fatal day of Kossovo, they could cry: v The Black
Mountain is free!'"

These u Montenegrin Vespers," as the massacre of
Christmas Eve, 1703, has been called, cleared the land
of the Turkish renegades for some time to come.
But in 1707 the survivors returned to the attack.
The mountaineers not only inflicted upon them an
overwhelming defeat, but showed their contempt by
demanding a pig as the ransom for every prisoner.
Upon this curious incident an eminent British states-
man once based an elaborate defence of the Monte-
negrins against the charge of cruelty. But the nation
gained something more important than a herd of